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CONCISE ANSWER, 


THE. GENERAL INQUIRY, 


WHO; OR. WHAT ; ARE 
4 
& 
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‘ 
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} 
1825. 


NOTICE, 
The following lines originated in the 
year 1808, from the application of an in- 


dividual in the state of Georgia, to his 


correspondent in this country, request- 
ing infortthation concernitig the people, 
who, at that time, greatly excited the at- 
tention of the public, in different parts 
of the United States; but as the corres- 


pondent felt inadeqdate to the task, he — 


applied to the society té furnish the in- 
formation themselves; which, according- 


ly, was done, by one of the young Believ- 


ers, in manhér and folowing: which 


is so comprehensive and concise, that 
copies of it in manuscript have been pro- 
cured by many; and being deemed a suit- 
able answer to general inquiry, as such 
it is now exhibited, particularly for the 
benefit of such as cannot procure the 
larger volumes of information, published 
by the Church, or society. 


As 
| 
4 
+ 
F 


A 
CONCISE ANSWER, &e. 
A Church or people have of late, 


-Appear’d in the Ohio state; 


And strange reports have spread, abroad 
Of what they call the work afGod; 
And candid souls beth far and near, 


_ From this strange people wish-to:hear, . 


What pert of scripture they’ve fulfil’d, 
And on what rock their church they, build. 
“Are ye the saints (enquirers say) 
ected in the latter day? | 
And do:ye hold, as we have heard, 
That Christ hath inyour Church appear’dt 
‘That his true Spirit ye possess, 
And judge the world in righteousness? 
Is this the Lamb’s great marriage day, 
For which the ancient saints did: pray 
By his example are ye led, 
And do ye walk-asJesus did? 
Or if the union to complete, 
Two shining companies must meet ; 
Can ye give reasons to decide, 
That ye’re companions of the Bride? 
Are these things true, or are they lies, 
Which many say that ye practise? 
To usa friendly’ answer give, 
And tellus plainlylhowyelive; 
So by. the fruit we'll judge the-tree, 
And find out who the Shakers’ 


’ 
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In answer then to your request, 
We say we have our sins confess’d; 
And im one faith we all agree, 

That from all sin we will be free. 
secret lust do we conceal, 
But open plainly allwefeel;. 
We éver standin openyiew,. 
And can hide nothing that we do: 
As all our actions day and night, 
Are free and open to the light; 
confidence no man can crush, 
Or put a Shaker to the blush. | 
In all our dealings with mankind, 


No secret fraud the world can find; 


_ And what we falsely took before, 
With the full.int’rest we restore: 
Thus clear our conscience from all sin, 
Down to an apple, peach,.or pin. - 
Against the flesh we all unite, 
And bear our cross by day and night; 
For virgin purity we hold, ey 
More precious than:Peruvian gold. 
And with this peoplemone can stay, 
Unless they walk this narrow way... 
Tho’ we renounce all -fleshlyjust, 
We give each heir their portion just; 
With which they’re free to go away, 
If with us they chuse not to stay. 
To bind our souls there never was, 
A man-made creed or paper laws; 
Yet we enjoy one common light; — 
In which as brethren we unite. _ 


be 
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Blood-shed and. carnage we abhor, 
And therefore cease from learning war. 


In civil courts we hold no seat, 


Nor t ones with high titles 30 
We lift lift. no band we 
To sanction any thing we’ve spoke; . 
Nor need we swear at all forsooth, 
Because we'speak the simple truth. 
When wickedmen do persecute, | 
We only bear the better fruit; 4...) 
And still the more they rage and fight, 
In closer compact we unite... — 
Our blessed’unibn to complete, 
The rich and poor together meet; 
And while each one himself denies, 
The mountains’ sink the vallies rise, _ 
Thus we obey the gospel call, Pd 
Renounce the flesh and give pall; 
And with a faith that’s pure and clean, 
Into e fam’lies,we'convene; 
And the Lord doth richly bless, 
While one joint-int’rest we possess. _ 
We’re all industrious young and a 
Bat lying tongues have often told, 
That Shakers ‘are in bondage held, 
And their hand labour is compell’d; 
But truth must say that nothin binds, 
But. living faith and willing minds: 
And yet the church can never own, _ 
An id'e slug or lazy drone. 
We meet on ev'ry sabbath day, 


And uoto God our homage pay; 


~ 


‘6 


In silent pray’r sometimes we kneel, © 
Or sirig, orspeak, just'as we feel; 
And as salvation we'possess, 
~~. Over Joy. and gladness to express, 
dante; each like a living | 
As Daviddané’d beforethe ark. 
The line m which ‘we're ‘born again, 
We testify in language plain; 
And Jesus Christ we jointly cll, | 
The blessed Father ofusall; == 
His bright example we'adore, 
And follow none who- were before. 
But as without an helper meet, 
No parentage can be complete; 
Therefore in being born anew, 


We have a bléssed Mother too; as! 
Tho’ human wisdom cannot scan, 
How woman here can help the man; 
by thé woman 
The way of God is plainly taught. 
When both agree and testify, © 
And show'what we must crucify; 
‘In 'stri¢t obedience we obtain, 
That pow’r by which we’re born again: 
The pow’r of God which we enjoy, 
Doth by' degrees all sin destroy; 
‘That lawless nature it doth bind, — 
Both in the members and the mind; 
And when its cursed motions cease, 
We find an everlasting peace. 
As lust conceived by the fall, ~~ 
Hath more or less affected al), 


the 
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That keepeth souls from perfect bliss) 
As streams do.from their fountains, flow, : 
as we reap just what we’sow;, 

We clearly. see 
That all effects are like their cause: 
So we believe all souls are free, 
To make their choice what they shall be: 
self is pleased, or deni’d,, 

or left we must divide; 

e’d by what we love or hate, | 
the wide, or narrow gate; 
And as we chuse we run ourrace, 
Till each attain their proper place; + 
In plainer terms we a it out ic 
That.we do. know beyon doubt, 

That those who in the flesh remain; 

True happiness. can never 

While such as from all lust are free, gf 

With God and Christ they ever be. 
When this small answer ye ‘Seach 

Ye may believe it if ye chuse; _ 

As certain facts may credit claim, 

Above the voice. of common fame, 

But if inany doubts ye be, 


Like good Nathaniel come and see. 


Composed by Samuel Hoover, - 
er of the Methodist order. He first visited tlie @barch at 


this, place, in the year 1808, and received faith : ‘THe next 


day, he wrote the following verses, which may serve asa 
jnst reproof to many of his former brethren and others, whe 


speak evil ofthe things wih. 
pleasure to the tales of others. . 


1 Loften heard of Shakers, while in my native land 
That they were a deluded, a blind bewitched ‘band ; 
Such awful pews was epreadi , too horrid to relate 
How wicked they were acting, in the Ohio state. 


2 At length I went antong them, to see how they wefit on: 
Fen was conviaced that these reports were wrong; | 
nd them such a people, as [ had never seen, 
So bright, so pure, so holy, ntich oppos'd to sin. 


3 Loften heard of Zion, but now I've found the place, of 
Sey city that’s adorned, with truth, and love, and grace ; 
wy heart was struck with wonder, to find tn Sm glo there . 

here all was peace and union, without a 


4 I found I'd got to Zion, where saints and angels dwelt : 
h piercing streams of glory my soul had never felt ; 
This is no place of darkness, but one eternalday ! 
Here doubts and fears are banish’d, and satan cannot stay, 


5 _Lerrd adien to pleasures of ev'ry other kind, 
fll give up all niy idols, and leave the world 
Tve found t he blessed people with whom I'll bear the’ 9 oyu 
And count all earthly glory but vanity and dross. 


6 Here is the holy fire that burns all sin and shame ! 
The guilty sons of Babel cannot endure the flame : 1 
Tl shout eternal praises to Zion's King and Queen, 
That I have found such glory as saves t pres 


7 O why wasl so 
And labour confusion, with 
But since I’ve found the c city, where Christ in glory Pv 
V'll bid adieu to Sodom, all its dismal plains. 


8 Salvation here is flowing, from sin and dross refin'd 
I’m willing here to tarry, and leave my lusts behind : 
I fee] my soul united to this despised Hock ; 
Let oath and hell oppose us, we're safe upon the rook. 


9 Tho’ persecution rages, we'll boldly shout and sin 
We shall be safely guarded by Salem's conquering 
Amidst al] tribulation, we feel our love increase. ; 
Altho’ the world doth hate us, im Zion we have peace. 


10 Sweet union here is rol all th this ha A wel 
~- Here flows the crystal od tis feed 
Pair lilies here aré growing, that never fade nor die ; 
_ Ne other ground produces such fruits of peace and joy. 
J1 > How blessed dre the pedple, who are admitted in ! 
And-dwell seoure in Zion, deliver’d from all sin ; 
Their joys aré still increasing, their - so al thy are ever new : 
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4 “Let was ri: 
And in God’s‘tikeness man was 


Of elements the | | 
And blest with a supefi 
To rule and ‘govern all below.” 
e grant were 
And God did po it is 
From all the works whickihe had made: 
Altho the work was tra 
‘While things were in their‘ nat’ral Ts 
A man to cultivate the ground.’ La A 
The rade uncultivated earth, 
Now groans for a superior birth; 
in her womb prt lay conceal’d ant 
Was to’ progress, ety 
And 
So the increasing’'work began, 
q BARA,%o is variously rex to conerete, make ot 


be 
new-created, modified or made. fee Gen: ii, 3, . © Asher 
bare Elohim leosheth : and. 


| 


7 This man was by shova 


And Reason mark’ his 
He had a soul—hence he aS 
A candidate for praiséor blame. 

Far in the east a garden stood, 
‘To furnish him with properfood, 
And the Lord'God put him therein,” 

A sep’rate order to begin, 


_ 8 Surrounded by a exrthly brood 
To be alone it ‘Was not "gears if 
or could the ordér be complete, te 
Till he obtain d an. helper-meet, 
A lovely virgin took her place, sdevenieny - 
Adorn’d with innocence and 
But how Jehovah form'd the Two, 


No antichristian ever knew. 
Devoted to 4 virgin life, | 
They did stand as manand wife, . ©... | 
* Twas not their gilt to generate;. if 
But, tempted by a lech’rous brute, 
They took of the furbidden fruit, 
» Smote with guilt and burnin it] 
Went to the order whence they came. 
JT “T 
emal! beginn aud give their political Isa. J, 
Iv To pian, project, Isa. xxii, IT. xxvii 26. di 


31 


| 10 Now, inferior ere 
Their soul gets its true descent; _ 
But tho they fell below the beast 
e law of nature never ceas’d: 
and female join.d in one, 


_ Bat they must find a second 

r be a cursé upon the 
And m xd ‘Téligion with lust, 
He made this earth the seat of | 
To ail above and all helow. 
The whole creation groan’d in 
Primeval order te regain 


Which sacred érder Dow We'see, 
Recover'd small’ de 


So much is plain be yond dis ate, 
That flesh j is the forbidden\ 
‘May Propagate the human kind: 
But, Crossing: the dividi line, 
2 the human’ and 
Of flesh and sense ‘we must 


| rite 


er suward piety approve, Watt,” 


Av 
Be 
- 
| 


YB. of salvation, » 


Thy glory, yeil'd within a cloud,..... 


Eludes the searches of the proud: 
Thy nature and eternal law... 
he wisest mortal. never s jesid 


Nor can thy works be truly seen. 
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tid 
_ But by the éoul that’s pure and clean, . viur OF 


_3 The Father's brigh 


“Phere Wisd 


2 Now froma garnal-nature freed, « 
Thy everlasting name wexeady;.; . 


love that fall parental mame, 4...) 
From which our living spirits came |: 


tis inet 


Long ere this fleeting world began... 4 
Of fish and fowl, of beast. and 
There Pow’r and. Wisdom we canwiew,... ., ¢ 
Names ofthe great. Creating TWO... 


dazzling throne, 
Was never fill’d by one) alone;: 


m halds the Mot sseat; ;..{ 
And is the Father's helper meet. 
his. vast creation. was. not Made.) 
Without the fmuitful Mother's, aid;., ... 
For in the works of We read 
The great first Cause(e), whence they. d 
» RASHITH, the fret in the i 
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ehavah the inni inciple, or pri- 
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SHAKER COLLECTION 


Item 346 b 


"A Description of the Person and Character of Jesus Christ...” 
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A DESCRIPTION 
Of the Person and Character of 


JESUS CHRIST, 


As it was found in an ancient ipt, sent 
Pustivus Lurvuvs, President of Judea, 
to the Senate of Rome. 


There lives at,th's time in Judea, a man of singular char- 
acter, whose name is Jesus Christ. The barbarians esteem 
him a Prophet, but his followers adore him as the immediate 
i of the Immortat Gop. He is endowed with such 
unparalleled virtue, as to call back the dead from their graves, 
and to heal every kind of disease with a word or atouch. His 
person is tall and elegantly shaped; his aspect amiable and 
reverend; his hair flows in those beautiful shades which no 
united colors can match, falling into graceful curls below his 
ears, agreeably couching on his shoulders, and parting on the 
crown of his head like the head dress of the sect of Nazarites; 
his forehead is smooth and large, his cheeks without spot, 
save that of a’lively red; his nose and mouth are formed with 
exquisite symmetry; his beard is thick, and suitable to the hair 
of his head, reaching a little below his chin, and parted in the 
middle like a fork; his eyes are bright, and serene; he rebukes 
with majesty, counsels with mildness, aud invites with the most 
tender and persuasive language; his whole address ,whether in 
word or deed, being elegant, grave, and strictly characteristic 
of so exalted a being. No man has seen him laugh, but the 
whole world behold him weep frequently; and so persuasive are 
his tears, that the multitude cannot withold their tears from 
joining in sympathy with him. He is very modest, temper- 
ate, and wise. 

In short whatever this phenomenon may turn out in the end, 
he seems at present, a man, for excellent beauty, and divine 
perfections, every wa ing the children of men. | 
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